
276 
 

APPENDIX A: National Estuarine Research Reserve Classification Survey. 
 

 
Measurements 
 
1. What is the approximate area (Ha) of the drainage basin represented by each sampling site? 
 Site ___________ = ___________  Site ___________ = ___________ 
2.   What is the approximate area (m2) of the water body where each sampling sites is located?   
      Site ___________ = ___________  Site ___________ = ___________ 
3.   What is the approximate freshwater discharge (cm3sec-1) into the water body where sites are located? 
      Site ___________ = ___________  Site ___________ = ___________ 
 
Input attributes 
 
1.   Which of the following water body descriptions best describes where your sites are located? 

Site ___________ = ___________  Site ___________ = ___________ 
      (a)  small tributary, removed from the watershed’s main water body 
      (b)  large tributary, but not the watershed’s main water body 
      (c)  watershed’s main water body (open estuary, bay or sound) 
 
2. Which of the following categories best describes the percentage of impervious surface adjacent to the  
       water bodies where your sites are located? 
      Site ___________ = ___________  Site ___________ = ___________ 
      (a)  <   2% impervious surface 
      (b)  2-20% impervious surface 
      (c)  > 20 % impervious surface 
 
3.   Which of the following land use patterns best describes the perimeter of your sites?  
      Site ___________ = ___________  Site ___________ = ___________ 
      (a)  > 20% agriculture/silviculture and/or developed land 
      (b)  < 20% agriculture/silviculture and/or developed land 
      (c)  No agriculture/silviculture and/or developed land 
 
4.   Which of the following categories best describes the surrounding habitat at your sites? 
      Site ___________ = ___________  Site ___________ = ___________ 
      (a)  > 50% of adjacent land cover comprised of natural vegetation 
      (b)  > 50% of adjacent land cover comprised of a combination of natural vegetation,  
             silviculture and/or agriculture 
      (c)  > 50% of adjacent land cover developed (or < 10% natural vegetation) 
 
5.   Which soil type best describes the soil type at your sites? 
      Site ___________ = ___________  Site ___________ = ___________ 
       (a) sand loam                      (b) clay loam                     (c) other (please specify) 
 
6.  Which of the following categories best describes annual precipitation at your sites? 
     Site ___________ = ___________  Site ___________ = ___________ 
     (a) <20 in.                               (b) 20-50 in.                   (c) > 50 in. 
 
Filtering attributes 
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1.  Which of the following categories best describes the abundance of shellfish beds at your sites? 
     Site ___________ = ___________  Site ___________ = ___________ 
     (a)  present and highly abundant 
     (b)  present and sparsely abundant 
     (c)  absent 
 
2.  Which of the following categories best describes the abundance of SAV at your sites? 
     Site ___________ = ___________  Site ___________ = ___________ 
     (a)  present and highly abundant 
     (b)  present and sparsely abundant 
     (c)  absent 
 
3.  Which of the following categories best describes the abundance of emergent vegetation at your sites? 
     Site ___________ = ___________  Site ___________ = ___________ 
     (a)  present and highly abundant 
     (b)  present and sparsely abundant 
     (c)  absent 
 
4.  Which of the following categories best describes the surrounding forest cover at your sites? 
     Site ___________ = ___________  Site ___________ = ___________ 
     (a) 50% forested  (b) 25-50% forested       (c) < 25% forested 
 
5.  Which of the following categories best describes tidal amplitude at your sites?   
     Indicate tide range if available. 
     Site ___________ = ___________  Site ___________ = ___________ 
     (a)  < 2 m   (b) 2-4 m                              (c) > 4 m 
 
 




